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NDA WORKS TO IMPROVE COMMERCIAL DOG AND CAT OPERATOR INSPECTION ACT 
THROUGH UPDATED REGULATIONS 

LINCOLN - Nebraska Agriculture Director Greg Ibach announced today the completion of an 

update to the Department's Commercial Dog and Cat Operator Inspection Act regulations.  The 

Department has been working on the regulations for over a year as part of an overall plan to 

improve the effectiveness of the inspection program. 

 

Governor Pete Ricketts’ office approved the amended regulations last week, and they became 

effective April 11. 

 

“I have been working with Department staff for the past year to review and update our internal 

enforcement procedures, the program regulations and the existing statute for the Commercial Dog 

and Cat Operator Inspection Program," said Ibach.  “While most of our license holders are in 

compliance with the Act, there remain a certain number who consistently fall into noncompliance. 

These amended regulations are designed to allow the Department to move more effectively 

against those substandard dog and cat facilities.” 

  

The Commercial Dog and Cat Operator Inspection Act  regulates commercial dog and cat 

breeders, dealers, boarding kennels, pet shops, animal control facilities, rescues, and shelters in 

Nebraska.  The updated regulations can be found online at http://tinyurl.com/NDADogAndCat 
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According to Ibach, the regulation amendments will: strengthen inspection and enforcement 

procedures; clarify violations of standards of care for dogs and cats - making them easier to 

document; standardize compliance timeframes; provide clearer provisions for gaining access to 

make inspections; and modify the way administrative fines are assessed.  The stronger inspection 

procedures also will result in better documented evidence and stronger cases, if the need for 

enforcement arises, he said. 

 

Ibach also is working with the Legislature on statutory program changes and has offered a list of 

possible amendments to make the program stronger.  Four bills affecting the program were 

introduced this session.  
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