
Federal Imported Fire Ant (IFA) Quarantine 
 
 
Nebraskans considering importing baled hay or straw from southern and southeastern 
states should be aware of the Federal Imported Fire Ant (IFA) Quarantine.   
 

• For general information about the USDA Imported Fire Ant Quarantine, including 
a map of infested areas, visit:  
 
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/plant_health/plant_pest_info/fireants/index.shtml 
 
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/BaledHayIndustryAlert.pdf 

 
What does this mean for those people outside of the quarantine who want to buy hay 
from inside the quarantine? 
 

a.   When placing the order, ask the supplier if they are in compliance with the 
federal IFA quarantine, and visually inspect the hay bales when they are 
delivered to you.  If possible, request that the hay be certified for movement 
by the state from which it is shipped. 

b. If you find any ants, contact the Nebraska Department of Agriculture or your 
local cooperative extension office to have them identified. 

c.   Nebraskan’s can also contact the Nebraska USDA Plant Protection 
Quarantine Office at (402) 434-2345 for further information on the federal 
quarantine. 
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