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NEBRASKA AQUACULTURE BOARD STATUTES

Administration: These sections relate to the Nebraska Aquaculture Board.  One
employee from the Nebraska Department of Agriculture is named
to this Board.

Revisions: The provisions of these statutes were last revised during the 2011
session of the Nebraska Legislature.

Rules: The Department of Agriculture has no authority to promulgate
regulations under these statutes.
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2-5001.  Legislative findings.  The Legislature finds that it is in the interest of the people
of the state that the practice of aquaculture be encouraged in order to promote
agricultural diversification, augment food supplies, expand employment opportunities,
promote economic activity, increase stocks of fish and other aquatic life, protect and
better use and manage the natural resources of the state, and provide other benefits to
the state.

2-5002.  Terms, defined.  For purposes of sections 2-5002 to 2-5006:  
(1) Aquaculture shall have the definition found in section 2-3804.01;
(2) Aquaculture facility shall mean any facility, structure, lake, pond, tank, or

tanker truck used for the purpose of propagating, selling, brokering, trading, or
transporting live fish or viable gametes;

(3) Aquaculturist shall mean any individual, partnership, limited liability company,
or corporation, other than an employee of a state or federal hatchery, involved in
producing, transporting, or marketing cultured aquatic stock or products thereof;

(4) Aquatic disease shall mean any departure from a normal state of health of
aquatic organisms caused by disease agents;
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(5) Aquatic organism shall mean an individual member of any species of fish,
mollusk, crustacean, aquatic reptile, aquatic amphibian, aquatic insect, or other aquatic
invertebrate.  Aquatic organism shall include the viable gametes, eggs or sperm, of an
aquatic organism;

(6) Board shall mean the Nebraska Aquaculture Board;
(7) Commercial aquaculturist shall mean an aquaculturist engaged in the

business of growing, selling, brokering, or processing live or viable aquatic organisms
for commercial purposes;

(8) Commission shall mean the Game and Parks Commission;
(9) Cultured aquatic stock shall mean aquatic organisms raised from privately

owned stocks and aquatic organisms lawfully acquired and held in private ownership
until they become intermingled with wild aquatic organisms;

(10) Department shall mean the Department of Agriculture; and
(11) Director shall mean the Director of Agriculture.

2-5003.  Nebraska Aquaculture Board; created; members; terms; expenses. 
There is hereby created the Nebraska Aquaculture Board. The board shall consist of (1)
one employee of the commission who is familiar with aquatic disease, appointed by the
secretary of the commission, (2) one employee of the department appointed by the
director, (3) three aquaculturists, appointed by the Governor, and (4) a representative of
an industry or product which is related to or used in aquaculture, appointed by the
Governor. The board shall elect from its members a chairperson. The terms of the
members of the board shall be three years, except that the terms of the initial
aquaculturist members of the board appointed by the Governor shall be staggered so
that one member is appointed for a term of one year, one for a term of two years, and
one for a term of three years, as determined by the Governor. Members appointed
under subdivisions (3) and (4) of this section shall be reimbursed for their actual and
necessary expenses as provided in sections 81-1174 to 81-1177.

2-5005.  Board; proposed legislation.  The board may consider and recommend to the
Legislature appropriate legislation, including, but not limited to, legislation concerning
the following:

(1) Fees to fund all direct and indirect costs of the administration and
enforcement of the legislation;

(2) Standards applicable to products of cultured aquatic stock offered for sale;
(3) The establishment of standards for and certification of private aquaculture

facilities which may include, but need not be limited to, standards for commercial
aquaculturists with respect to sanitation, financial stability, disease control, and the
movement of aquaculture products offered for sale;

(4) Procedures regarding granting, denying, suspending, or revoking an
aquaculture facility permit and appeals processes relating thereto;

(5) Procedures and responsibilities for quarantine of aquaculture facilities upon
the determination that a situation exists which threatens imminent danger to existing
wild aquatic populations or to human health and safety and that no more reasonable
means exist to control the situation including, but not limited to, controlling unwanted
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aquatic species and procedures for controlling aquatic infectious diseases that may
affect wild aquatic or cultured aquatic stock;

(6) Procedures for contracting services of any specialist in this state or in any
other state or with any other government agency, through intergovernmental
agreement, contract, or memorandum of understanding, to implement and enforce the
legislation;

(7) Penalties for violations of the aquaculture plan developed by the board;
(8) The evaluation and consideration of which terms of the aquaculture industry

need further definition as well as an evaluation of the impact of such legislation;
(9) Barriers to entry in the business of aquaculture and ways to reduce or

eliminate such barriers which may include an evaluation of tax exemptions and
education; and

(10) The interrelationship between the department in promotion of and the
commission in the regulation of cultured aquatic stock.  

2-5006.  Board; duties.  The board shall:
(1) Advise the commission, the department, and the University of Nebraska

Institute of Agriculture and Natural Resources on current and future regulations and
issues which may enhance the development of the aquaculture industry;

(2) Conduct public meetings for the purpose of addressing current issues
affecting aquaculture, as well as obtaining feedback from the commercial
aquaculturists;

(3) Join in consultation with the commission and department on all matters
pertaining to commercial aquaculturists and aquaculture, including the importation of
nonindigenous species into Nebraska for commercial use; and 

(4) Review any orders of the commission for the quarantine or destruction of
aquatic organisms which are affected with prohibited pathogens.  The board may make
recommendations to the commission regarding such orders.  
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